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of the individual. National Veterans
Awareness Week also presents an op-
portunity to remind ourselves of the
contributions and sacrifices of those
who have served in peacetime as well
as in conflict; both groups work
unending hours and spend long periods
away from their families under condi-
tions of great discomfort so that we all
can live in a land of freedom and plen-
ty.
Mr. President, last year, my resolu-
tion designating National Veterans
Awareness Week had 66 cosponsors and
was approved in the Senate by unani-
mous consent. Responding to that reso-
lution, President Bush issued a procla-
mation urging our citizenry to observe
National Veterans Awareness Week. I
ask my colleagues to continue this
trend of support for our veterans by en-
dorsing this resolution again this year.
Our children and our children’s chil-
dren will need to be well informed
about what veterans have accom-
plished in order to make appropriate
decisions as they confront the numer-
ous worldwide challenges that they are
sure to face in the future.

———

VICTIMS OF DRUNKEN DRIVERS
MEMORIAL WALL FOUNDATION

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, in April
of 2000, more than one hundred people
gathered to dedicate a memorial for
the victims of drunk driving. The me-
morial, created by The Victims of
Drunken Drivers Memorial Wall Foun-
dation, was constructed in Pacific Me-
morial Park in the city of Anaheim.
The Victims of Drunk Drivers Memo-
rial Wall has helped people remember
those who were tragically lost, brought
comfort to loved ones, educated the
public and taught valuable lessons to
students about this senseless crime. I
salute the founders and the many vol-
unteers who helped create this memo-
rial.

In 2003, 17,401 people died in alcohol-
related motor vehicle crashes. It is es-
timated that alcohol-related crashes
kill someone every 30 minutes. The me-
morial reminds us that these victims
are real people with families and loved
ones left behind.

The Victims of Drunken Drivers Me-
morial Wall Foundation has honored
victims and raised awareness since the
year 2000. A wide range of individuals
contributed to the memorial and
helped make the project a success. For
4 years they contacted the thousands
of families who lost loved ones and ac-
cepted small contributions to success-
fully raise $25,000. Law enforcement
agencies have educated area children
about drunk driving using the memo-
rial and have held sessions at the me-
morial.

Judges also require convicted drunk
drivers to visit the memorial and re-
flect on their actions.

I commend The Victims of Drunken
Drivers Memorial Wall Foundation for
their hard work. The memorial con-
tinues to reach families and serves as a
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constant reminder of the consequences
of drunk driving. I wish the foundation
continued success.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MELISSA GAYLE
BRIDGES

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I pay
tribute and congratulate Melissa Gayle
Bridges of Mayfield, KY on being
awarded the Kentucky Farm Bureau
Mutual Insurance Company scholarship
from the Kentucky Farm Bureau Edu-
cation Foundation. This academic
scholarship will provide Melissa with
$2000 toward her education.

Melissa has proven to be a very able
and competent student by winning this
prestigious award. She will represent
the graduates of Graves County High
School very well when she enrolls at
Murray State University in the fall.
She plans to study Education.

The citizens of Mayfield should be
proud to have a young woman like Me-
lissa Galye Bridges in their commu-
nity. Her example of dedication and
hard work should be an inspiration to
the entire Commonwealth.

She has my most sincere apprecia-
tion for this work and I look forward to
her continued service to Kentucky.e

————
DARFUR HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to address the ongoing humani-
tarian crisis in Darfur. The facts in
this case are, in my view, clear. Suda-
nese refugees have been flooding into
Chad as a result of the coordinated
policies of local militias and the Gov-
ernment of Sudan. The conditions that
have forced the refugees to flee their
home and their country are beyond
horrific, including systematic murder,
rape, torture, and abduction. Although
it is impossible to know the exact fig-
ures, up to 30,000 individuals have been
killed and over a million have been dis-
placed. The United States, the United
Nations, and many international orga-
nizations are predicting that over a
million will die with the change of sea-
sons in the region, the lack of food and
water, and the onset of disease.

At a minimum, these atrocities
amount to ethnic cleansing on the part
of the local militias and the Sudanese
Government. At worst, they constitute
genocide. In either case, the atrocities
should have been stopped much earlier.
Furthermore, they can and should be
stopped now.

Within the last few weeks, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell and U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan have
visited the region. I consider this an
extremely belated effort on the part of
the United States and the United Na-
tions to address a series of problems
that were both predictable and pre-
ventable. Unfortunately, the adminis-
tration’s attention and resources are so
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focused elsewhere that it lost sight of a
humanitarian crisis of catastrophic
proportions. Sadly, Sudan is where it is
today because no one at a high level
felt the region and its people mattered
enough to pay attention and do some-
thing. Sadly, the administration only
paid attention when Congress wrote
letters in June—letters that I signed—
requesting that they do so.

These letters—one to President Bush
and one to Secretary-General Annan—
requested that very specific steps be
undertaken to stop the current crisis,
in particular committing additional
human and financial resources to the
region, identifying the individuals and
governments responsible for the ac-
tions, requiring a U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolution that condemns the atroc-
ities that have occurred, and delin-
eating a viable multilateral effort to
bring them to an end.

Let me emphasize that at present
there are 260 individuals in Sudan at-
tempting to monitor the crisis, this in
a region the size of the State of Texas.
The brutality continues unabated be-
cause the collective will to stop it has
been nonexistent. It is time for Presi-
dent Bush to say clearly what his in-
tentions are. It is time to offer a clear
strategy. It is time for him to make
this a priority. It is time to organize
international action to bring the crisis
to an end.e

————

MARGUERITE’S PLACE CELE-
BRATES ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY

o Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise
today in honor of a remarkable organi-
zation in Nashua, NH. For the past 10
years, Marguerite’s Place, Inc. has pro-
vided safe, affordable housing for
women and their children. More impor-
tantly, it has been a critical stop on
the road for those families who are
fighting to rebuild their lives and
brighten their futures.

Although there are many words
which can be used to describe Mar-
guerite’s Place, the one which best cap-
tures why it is so special is ‘“Hope’’.
During my first visit in 1997 and on
countless others I have made since
then, I have been amazed by the over-
whelming positive spirit filling every
room there. The women who have come
to Marguerite’s Place have been
through very difficult situations and
yet they are actively reaching to re-
take control of their world. In almost
all cases, they succeed. Of course, the
reason for this impressive track record
is the staff and supporters do not let
them fail. Marguerite’s Place gives
these women a warm and safe home,
the mneeded assistance in finishing
school or launching a career and an en-
ergetic daycare center for their chil-
dren. Most of all, these women learn
they have unique abilities and skills
which will take them far. In short,
they are given the hope they need to
take back their lives.

One of my favorite spots at Mar-
guerite’s Place is the child care center.
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